 
Bill: House Bill 1344: Maryland Transit Administration – Locally Operated Transit Systems – Study
Position: SUPPORT

Dear Chair Korman, Vice-Chair Guyton, and Members of the Committee:

Paragraph 1: Introduce yourself and the issue:

[Describe who you are and who you represent. Include information about the kinds of people you transport – persons seeking medical care, persons with disabilities, people traveling to and from employment. Give good statistics on your service – a great statistic is a statistic that shows growth in your organization’s breadth and ridership, but awards received, community recognitions, etc. are also good to include. Tell them you are writing in support of House Bill 1344.]

Paragraph 2: Describe the problem.

[Pick a particular sign of increased cost or reduced or flat state funding that your agency has dealt with over the past 10 years. It could be capital purchases (vehicles), or operating (driver wages and associated costs). We recommend avoiding fuel as an example of cost increases – we don’t want the focus to be diverted to electrification. Here, you are looking to give an example from a real organization of how you’ve had to deal with this. A great example identifies a gap between ways and means: ‘we need three buses’ versus ‘we have money for 1’.]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[Paragraph 3: Describe how HB 1344 will help solve this]

We believe that House Bill 1344 will provide essential data to help show the true statewide issues facing transit, and are pleased this committee is taking a step to resolve this through collecting this critical information. Understanding the scope of the problem is a necessary step in fixing it. As HB 1344 helps to identify critical funding shortfalls, it will assist in future efforts to reform local transit funding, assure adequate state resources, and enable [give an example of a reasonable service improvement your organization could make with additional resources].


[Closing Line]

For these reasons, among many others, we respectfully urge a favorable report on HB 1344.

Sincerely,

[Signature Block]



